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Performance notes

1. The performers should carefully observe instructions regarding pauses after movements. Where
marked attacca, there should be only the briefest of breaks; where marked lunga, there should be a
substantial pause, and where no marking is given, there should be a short silence as though mentally
preparing the next phrase.

2. The desired blurring effect in the last movement should be achieved by ‘late’ pedalling, allowing a
triplet quaver overlap between chord changes (as indicated).

3. Movements 3 and 5 may be swapped around as an alternative playing order.

4. The homage to Schoenberg section of the third movement (bars 87-111 and 153-177) follows
Schoenberg’s practice of giving all notes accidentals. Elsewhere, accidentals should be assumed to last
for the duration of the bar, though cautionaries are generously deployed.

Composer’s Note

Whilst drawing extensively upon the slow movement of Beethoven’s Sonata Opus 27. No. 2, this work pays
additional homage to Igor Stravinsky (Petrouchka, The Rite of Spring and The Symphony of Psalms), to Béla
Bartok (Music for Strings, Percussion and Celeste), to Arnold Schoenberg (Piano Suite Opus 25), to Steve
Reich (Piano Phase), to Arvo Pért (Spiegel Im Spiegel) and briefly to Serge Prokofiev (Symphony No. 5).
While the individual voices of these composers can be heard in the music, Moonlighting remains essentially an
expression of my own aesthetic.

The score was originally conceived and recorded for Scottish Dance Theatre’s contemporary dance piece
Playfall (with funds generously provided by the Arts Council of Scotland and The National Lottery).
Choreography was by Janet Smith (to whom credit is gladly given for the original idea of using Beethoven's
music) and music recorded by Julian Hellaby and Catherine Laws. The premiere took place at Dundee Repertory
Theatre on 25th February 1998, followed by an extensive UK tour.

The piece was subsequently re-worked for concert performance as Moonlighting (Opus 39 No.l), including
music that was written for but never used in the dance. An arrangement for flute and piano (Opus 39 No.2)
followed in 2022, adding further material and offering an entirely new last movement, Mirrored Moonlight,
which also functions as a standalone work. This arrangement for Bb clarinet and piano (Opus 39 No.3) contains
further changes and additions to accommodate the instrument’s lower register and bring out its particular
qualities.

Duration

¢.31 minutes



Moonlighting

Homages quasi una fantasia

for Bb clarinet and piano

1: Mondschein (auf stillem Wasser)
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3: Serial Lunacy
(after Schoenberg)
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Con fuoco (un poco meno mosso)
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