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TEXT

Sonnet 21 by Michelangelo Buonarroti Simoni. Musical translation by Christopher Best

Original Literal translation Musical translation for English setting

Chiunche nasce Whoever is born Our incarnation
A morte arriva arrives at death Ordains us to perish.

Ogni cosa a morte arriva Everything arrives at death All the living are fated to perish
nel fuggir del tempo in the flight of time When their time is over
e’l sole niu na cosa lascia viva and the sun leaves nothing alive And nothing shall the timeless sun leave standing

Come voi uomini fummo As you are now, we once were We were alive just as you are
lieti e tristi, come siete happy and sad, as you are With joys and with sorrows common between us.

Chiunche nasce a morte arriva Whoever is born arrives at death Our incarnation ordains us to perish
Ogni cosa a morte arriva Everything arrives at death All the living are fated to perish
nel fuggir del tempo in the flight of time When their time is over
e’l sole niu na cosa lascia viva. and the sun leaves nothing alive And nothing shall the timeless sun leave standing

Già fur gli occhi nostri interi Our eyes were already whole When we were sighted we saw so clearly
con la luce with the light Our eyes lucent
Già fur gli occhi nostri interi Our eyes were already whole When we were sighted we saw so clearly
(Come voi uomini fummo) (As you are now, we once were) (We were alive just as you are)
con la luce in ogni speco with the light in every cave Our eyes lucent within their hollows
(Come voi uomini fummo) (As you are now, we once were) (We were alive just as you are)
Già fur gli occhi nostri interi Our eyes were already whole When we were sighted we saw so clearly
con la luce in ogni speco with the light in every cave Our eyes lucent within their hollows

Manca il dolce e quel che dole Missing is the sweet and the painful Gone is all sweetness and cause of anguish
e gl’ingegni e le parole and the minds and the words And the wisdom and all the language
e le nostre antiche prole and our ancient offspring And our noble ancestral fathers
Come voi uomini fummo As you are now, we once were We were alive just as you are
lieti e tristi, come siete happy and sad, as you are With joys and with sorrows common between us
e or siàn, come vedete and now we are, as you see us Yet now we are the way you see us
terra al sol, di vita priva earth in the sun, of life deprived Dust in the sun, all life denied us

(SPOKEN)
Chiunche nasce a morte arriva
nel fuggir del tempo;
e ’l sole niuna cosa lascia viva.
Manca il dolce e quel che dole
e gl’ingegni e le parole;
e le nostre antiche prole
al sole ombre, al vento un fummo.

(SUNG)
Ogni cosa a morte arriva Everything arrives at death All the living are fated to perish

(SPOKEN)
Come voi uomini fummo,
lieti e tristi, come siete;
e or siàn, come vedete, 
terra al sol, di vita priva.
Ogni cosa a morte arriva.

Già fur gli occhi nostri interi
con la luce in ogni speco;
or son voti, orrendi e neri,
e ciò port il tempo seco.

(SUNG)
Manca il dolce e quel che dole Missing is the sweet and the painful Gone is all sweetness and cause of anguish
e gl’ingegni e le parole and the minds and the words And the wisdom and all the language
e le nostre antiche prole and our ancient offspring And our noble ancestral fathers
al sole ombre, al vento un fummo in the sun shadows, as smoke in the wind As sun-filled shadows, as smoke to the tempest

Già fur gli occhi nostri interi Our eyes were already whole When we were sighted we saw so clearly
con la luce in ogni speco with the light in every cave Our eyes lucent, but all these hollows
or son voti, orrendi e neri now they are empty, horrible and black Now lie empty, horrendous and blackened

Ogni cosa a morte arriva Everything arrives at death All the living are fated to perish
nel fuggir del tempo in the flight of time When their time is over
e ciò port il tempo seco and time brought this with it Such is time; we can but follow

Terra al sol Earth in the sun Dust in the sun



PERFORMANCE NOTE

The piece may be performed in the original old Italian or in English translation, but if the latter, then the readings should still be of the 
Michelangelo original. The placing of the spoken words in the score is only approximate, but is a guide to ensure the readers' pace 
is fast enough to fit within the music provided. A two-bar repeat is included in case the second reader (who has more text to deliver 
in less time) slips behind in live performance.

COMPOSER’S NOTE

Terra al Sol (Dust in the Sun) is a setting of Sonnet 21 by Michelangelo Buonarroti Simoni, a haunting introspection upon ageing 
and death narrated from the viewpoint of the deceased.

The work was written for the Fisarchi Ensemble of Italy, scored for soprano, mezzo-soprano, accordion, two violins and cello, 
originally with an accompaniment of accordion, two violins and cello. This new version substantially develops the vocal parts, moves 
the mezzo-soprano to alto and accompanies the singers with a string quartet and piano. A translation has also been specially 
prepared by the composer to allow the work to be sung in English.

DURATION 

ca. 26 minutes
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Michelangelo	di	Lodovico	Buonarroti	Simoni	(Sonnet	21 )

English	translation	by	Christopher	Best

Terra	al	Sol
(Dust	in	the	Sun)

Christopher	Best
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